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2026 ADARA 
Conference Agenda 
Schedule-At-A-Glance 

 

 

*Agenda is subject to change  
(Updated 2-6-2026) 

 

Monday, May 25, 2026 

All Day Cottonwood Office 

All Day Board Room ADARA Board Meeting (Time TBD) 

 

Tuesday, May 26, 2026 

7:30 AM – 
5:00 PM 

Salon A-C 
Foyer 

Registration/Name Badge Pick Up 

7:30 AM – 
5:00 PM 

Solitude Interpreters Break Room 

8:00 AM – 
5:00 PM 

Grand 
Ballroom 

Foyer 

Exhibit Setup: 8 AM 
Exhibit Hours: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM  

All-Day Workshops 

9:00 AM –  
12:00 PM 
 
1:00 PM –  
4:00 PM 

Salon A-C Multichannel Eye Movement Integration (MEMI) Certification Training*   
(Mike Deninger)  
 
*Additional $200 required. MEMI certificates will be issued after the workshop* 

 
 
9:00 AM –  
12:00 PM 
 
1:00 PM –  
5:00 PM 

Salon D Interpreting Track 
 
Anchoring the Profession: Supervision and Mentorship in Mental Health 
Interpreting (Sandy Pascual & Brian McKenny) (2 hours) 
 
Interpret Outside the Box: Lessons for the Neurodiverse Classroom 
(Amanda Kennon) (3 hours) 
 
Three Languages, One Message: Inside the Practice of Trilingual 
Interpreting (Claudia Mansilla & Sandy Pascual) (2 hours) 

9:00 AM –  
12:00 PM 
 

Salon G-H 
 
 

Hands, Hearts, and Healing: Applying TBRI® Principles in the Deaf 
Community (Angela Scruggs) (3 hours) 
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1:00 PM –  
4:00 PM 

Salon G-H How Belonging Is Built: Applied Healing Justice Strategies for Job 
Development in DDBHH Communities (Liann Osborne) (3 hours) 

9:00 AM –  
12:00 PM 
 
1:00 PM –  
4:00 PM 

Salon I-J Fluency Without Freedom: Structural Dissociation in Deaf Adults  
(Mel Whalen) (3 hours) 
 
The Mindful Summit: Climbing the Mountain of Self-Compassion  
(Concetta Pucci) (3 hours) 

Wednesday, May 27, 2026 

Opening Plenary Session 
7:30 AM – 
5:00 PM 

Salon A-C 
Foyer 

Registration/Name Badge Pick Up 

8:30 AM –  
10:00 AM 

Salon E-F Welcome Remarks (Kent Schafer, President of ADARA & Lance Pickett, 
Director of the Division of Services of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Utah) 
 
Keynote: When Our Fields Overlap, People Rise (Carla Shird) 

10:00 AM – 
10:30 AM 

Break (Visit exhibit booths in Grand Ballroom Foyer) 
Hours: 9 AM – 5 PM 

Wednesday, May 27, 2026 

Concurrent Sessions 

 
 
 
 
10:30 AM – 
11:45 AM 

Salon A-C Authentic Community Engagement in Deaf Mental Health Research: Lived 
Experiences of DeafYES Team Members (Melissa Anderson & Alex Wilkins) 

Salon D From Access to Empowerment: The Evolving Role of Educational 
Interpreters (Stephanie Beatty & Irena Glover) 

Salon G-H Working with immigrant families with Deaf & Hard of Hearing children 
(Celena Ponce) 

Salon I-J Community Healing and Resilience: Ascending Through Multi-Level 
Ecological Approach (Shilpa Hanumantha Lacy & Concetta Pucci) 

Deer Valley Unmask Neurodivergent "Superheroes"  
(Terese Rognmo) 

11:45 AM –  
1:00 PM 

Lunch Break – On Your Own (Visit exhibit booths in Grand Ballroom Foyer) 

12:00 PM –  
1:00 PM 

Salon A-C BIPOC Gathering (Lunch on your own) 

Wednesday, May 27, 2026 

Concurrent Sessions 

 
 
 
1:00 PM –  
2:15 PM 

Salon A-C Beyond Monogamy: Ethical and Inclusive Support for Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Polyamorous Relationships (Hades Romero & Tandy Lewis) 

Salon D Beyond the Margins: Building Accessible Service Delivery for Deaf 
Individuals with ID/DD (Ivy Vélez) 

Salon G-H Creating an Accessible Safety Plan for Deaf Clients  
(Aileen Aldalur, Amy Lambert, Sharon Haynes, Donna Guardino, Kimberly 
VanOrden, & Amanda O’Hearn) 

Salon I-J Climbing Higher: Fostering Emotional Strength in DeafBlind Lives  
(Ashley Benton & Eleanor Coley-Brody) 
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Deer Valley Viability of Being a Rehabilitation Counselor for the Deaf 
(Ben Hollingsworth) 

2:15 PM – 
2:45 PM 

Break (Visit exhibit booths in Grand Ballroom Foyer) 
Hours: 9 AM – 5 PM  

Wednesday, May 27, 2026 

Concurrent Sessions 

 
 
 
 
2:45 PM –  
4:00 PM 

Salon A-C Why Belonging Is the Work: A Healing Justice Lens on Job Development for 
DDBHH Communities (Liann Osborne) 

Salon D Coercive Control  
(Jennifer McCann & Echo Dixon) 

Salon G-H Understanding SUD through Deaf Eyes  
(Kyla Pierlioni & Laura Peters) 

Salon I-J At the Edge of What's Next: Helping Clients Understand and Navigate 
Transitions in Life (Lori Vigesaa) 

Deer Valley Expanding Inclusive Trauma-Informed Practice: Core Curriculum Trainings 
to Strengthen Professional Practice (Lori Day, Morgane Vincent, Mikah 
Covelli, & Moss MacLean) 

Special Event 

4:15 PM – 
5:15 PM 

Salon E-F ADARA General Membership Meeting 
 

 

Thursday, May 28, 2026 

7:30 AM – 
5:30 PM 

Salon A-C Foyer Registration/Name Badge Pick Up 

9:00 AM – 
5:00 PM 

Visit exhibit booths in Grand Ballroom Foyer 
Hours: 9 AM – 5 PM 

Thursday, May 28, 2026 

Concurrent Sessions 

 
 
 
 
8:00 AM – 
9:15 AM 

Salon A-C Exploring Ketamine-Assisted Psychotherapy with Deaf Individuals  
(Aileen Aldalur & Amanda O’Hearn) 

Salon D Enhancing the Well-Being of the Deaf Community in Utah Through Legal 
Advocacy (Jodi Christel Becker) 

Salon G-H Bridging the Gap: How White Therapists Can Effectively Support Black and 
Brown Clients (Kimberly Clarke & Yvonnia Johnson) 

Salon I-J Personal and Professional Self-Care: Combatting Burnout  
(Hunter Madsen) 

Deer Valley Deaf Awareness & Mental Health Cultural Competencies Approaches 
(Tempest Cooper) 

9:15 AM –  
9:45 AM 

Break (Visit exhibit booths in Grand Ballroom Foyer) 
Hours: 9 AM – 5 PM 
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Thursday, May 28, 2026 

Concurrent Sessions 

 
 
 
 
9:45 AM – 
11:00 AM 
 
 
 
 

Salon A-C Unlock the VRverse: Deaf Youth Need More Than a Mini-Map 
(Amanda Gerson) 

Salon D What Does It Mean to Create a Safe Space in Today’s Political Climate?  
(Hades Romero & Tandy Lewis) 

Salon G-H Counselor Support of Sexual Health and Wellness in the Deaf Community 
(Jessica Guess & Jack Dean) 

Salon I-J What's Your Niche? Encouraging Sign-Fluent Providers to Obtain 
Additional Specializations (P. Silvasi, J. Barreto-Abrams, & A. Wilkins) 

Deer Valley Community Trust and Mapping: Building Local Deaf Ecosystems through 
Social Capital (Yoko Kobayashi, Kota Takayama, & Yutaka Osugi) 

11:00 AM – 
11:30 AM 

Break (Visit exhibit booths in Grand Ballroom Foyer) 
Hours: 9 AM – 5 PM  

Thursday, May 28, 2026 

Concurrent Sessions 

 
 
 
 
11:30 AM – 
12:45 PM 
 
 
 

Salon A-C Disability Advocacy, Education, and Training  
(Jenifer Montag & Ben Hollingsworth) 

Salon D Bridging Practice: Deaf Clinicians & Interpreter Partnerships  
(Christina Costello & Sandy Pascual) 

Salon G-H Hope and Resilience for Families Affected by Alcoholism within the Deaf 
Community (Jessica Kuehne) 

Salon I-J Beyond Translation: Contextualized Transadaptation to Improve 
Accessibility for Cognitively and Linguistically Diverse Deaf Populations 
(Patrick Boudreault, Lori Day, & Wyatte Hall) 

Deer Valley Share, Submit, Review, & Strengthen: Writing and Reviewing in Deafness-
Related Research (Damara Paris) 

12:45 PM –  
2:00 PM 

Lunch Break – On Your Own (Visit exhibit booths in Grand Ballroom Foyer) 

1:00 PM –  
2:00 PM 

Salon A-C SUD Professionals Gathering (Lunch on your own) 

Thursday, May 28, 2026 

Concurrent Sessions 

 
 
 
 
2:00 PM –  
3:15 PM 

Salon A-C Healing Through Hands and Color: A Professional Development Network 
for signing Racially/Ethnically Diverse Clinicians (Carla Shird, Hades 
Romero & Aileen Aldalur) 

Salon D Innovative Relapse Prevention 
(Erika Lohmiller) 

Salon G-H Workforce Partnerships for Transition: Innovative Ways for an Inclusive 
Experience (Ashley Schweiger & Michael Fox) 

Salon I-J iOS and Android Accessibility Options for Deaf & Hard of Hearing 
(Tina Gonzales-Childress) 

Deer Valley Becoming Who I Needed: Why the Deaf Mental Health Hub Matters in a 
Digital Age of Access (Naima Johnson) 
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3:15 PM – 
3:45 PM 

Break (Visit exhibit booths in Grand Ballroom Foyer) 
Hours: 9 AM – 5 PM 

Thursday, May 28, 2026 

Concurrent Sessions 

 
 
 
3:45 PM – 
5:00 PM 

Salon A-C Research Presentations and Panel Discussion: Gallaudet University Clinical 
Psychology Doctoral Students (Lisa Swanson and Margalit Roitman) 

Salon D Accessible Work for All: Removing Barriers in Deaf-Serving Roles 
(Katie McMahon) 

Salon G-H An Introduction to Internal Family Systems Therapy for the Deaf 
(Jory Agate) 

Salon I-J How to Diagnose Adult ADHD Without Standardized Testing: Practical and 
Culturally Responsive Approaches (Adam Brownfeld) 

Deer Valley Climbing Higher: Fostering Emotional Strength in DeafBlind Lives 
(Ashley Benton & Eleanor Coley-Brody) 

3:45 PM – 
5:00 PM 

Break (Visit exhibit booths in Grand Ballroom Foyer) 
Hours: 9 AM – 5 PM 

Special Events 

5:30 PM – 
7:00 PM 

Skylight Ballroom, 
2nd floor 

Reception, Poster Sessions, Book Signing, and Artists Showcase Event 

 

Poster Sessions                                                                                                                  Presenters 

DeafBlindness and Mental Health: Addressing the Research Silence Jamie Gleason  

Mindfulness Practice in the Deaf Community Gianni Voytilla Kathryn Wagner 

Exploring Mental Health Crises for Deaf with Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities 

Haley Turner  

Evaluating a Brief Didactic Intervention on Medical Students' 
Knowledge of Language Development in DHH Populations 

Shannon 
Montague 

 

Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy: Contemporary Understanding of 
Psychoanalytic Theory and Practice 

David King  

The Utilization of the MMPI 3 with Examinees Who are Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing 

Richard Amsel Tali Shir 

Echoes of Audism: Recurring Trauma Among DHH Aides and 
Interpreters in Mainstream K–12 Settings 

Ivory Gonzales  

Education for ALL Means ALL Education: Access to Postsecondary 
Education in ALL Its Forms 

Jenifer Montag  

Effective Communication Under the ADA Jaime Garvin  

Connect and Discover: Assistive/Access Technologies in Today's 
World 

Tina Gonzales-
Childress 

 

Beyond Sound: Multi-sensory Alerts for a Safer Home  Tina Gonzales-
Childress 

 

Deaf Children Become Deaf Parents: Intergenerational Trauma and 
the Invisible Legacy of Language Injustice 

Joy Plote  

Deaf Adolescents' Linguistic Contexts and Identity/Acculturation 
Processes as Related to Self-Esteem 

Derrian Tabilin  

Why Accessible and Equitable Crisis Care Matters Bryan Leeper  
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Friday, May 29, 2026 

Concurrent Sessions 

7:30 AM –  
5:00 PM 

Salon A-C Foyer Registration/Name Badge Pick Up 

 
 
 
8:00 AM –  
9:15 AM 

Salon A-C If We Aim for Equitable Care, Where Do Deaf Interpreters Fit In? 
(Donna Guardino, Joshua Mora & Julayne Feilbach) 

Salon D Supporting Deaf Mothers: Postpartum Mental Health, Equity, and Access 
to Care (Melinda Fonda) 

Salon G-H Integrating Art Therapy into a Partial Care Program  
(Dominique Pickett & Dana Rudison) 

Salon I-J Trauma Through Deaf Clinical Lens: Equity, Language Access, and Clinical 
Responsibility (Kristine Gile & Danielle Previ) 

Deer Valley Empowering Futures: A Deep Dive into Pre-Employment Transition 
Services (Meg Cassinelli & Laura Thompson) 

9:15 AM –  
9:45 AM 

Break (Visit exhibit booths in Grand Ballroom Foyer) 
Hours: 9 AM – 5 PM 

Friday, May 29, 2026 

Concurrent Sessions 

 
 
 
9:45 AM – 
11:00 AM 

Salon A-C Bridge of Time: Caregivers & Care Receivers with Hearing Loss in 
Alzheimer's and Dementia (Jaime Wilson) 

Salon D Advocating for Justice-Involved Deaf Individuals: Mental Health, 
Communication, and Community Solutions (T. Schwenke & K. Sterling) 

Salon G-H Left Behind at Base Camp: Information Deprivation and Trauma in DHH 
Communities (Morgane Vincent & Shilpa Hanumantha Lacy) 

Salon I-J Deaf Clinicians Working with Deaf Interpreters in Therapy Settings 
(Mary Bird & Andrew Veith) 

Deer Valley How to Use Vocational Assessment Data 
(Steven Sligar) 

11:00 AM – 
11:30 AM 

Break (Visit exhibit booths in Grand Ballroom Foyer) 
Hours: 9 AM – 5 PM 

Friday, May 29, 2026 

Concurrent Sessions 

 
 
 
 
11:30 AM –  
12:45 PM 

Salon A-C Project Fast Forward: A Higher Education Pathway for Deaf & Hard of 
Hearing High School Students (David Strom) 

Salon D Deaf and Hard of Hearing Couples: Expanding Access, Awareness and 
Equity in Therapy (Ryssa Fleischer & Simone Mau Slone) 

Salon G-H Equity: Building Recovery: Peer Support and Recovery Coaching for Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing (Karran Larson) 

Salon I-J Diagnostic Trends: A 20-year Alabama Study 
(Kent Schafer) 

Deer Valley Translating Deaf Identity Measures: Balancing Clinical Accuracy and 
Cultural Authenticity (Patrick Boudreault & Aileen Aldalur) 

12:45 – 2 PM Lunch Break – On Your Own (Visit exhibit booths in Grand Ballroom Foyer) 

1:00 PM –  
2:00 PM 

Salon A-C LGBTQ Gathering (Lunch on your own) 
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Friday, May 29, 2026 

Concurrent Sessions 

 
 
 
 
2:00 PM –  
3:15 PM 

Salon A-C Deaf Cultural Concepts of Distress 
(Aileen Aldalur & Wyatte Hall) 

Salon D Accountability That Sticks  
(Ben Daniel) 

Salon G-H Advancing Behavioral Health Equity for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Adults 
in Georgia (Makoto Ikegami & Kota Takayama) 

Salon I-J Dancing the Dance: Community-Based Approaches that Honor the 
Struggle (Jennifer Giaquinto & Brittany Granger) 

Deer Valley NTID Stakeholder Collaboration and Outreach-Strategic Planning 
Through Building Relationships (Theresa Johnson & Charles McFadden) 

3:15 PM – 
3:45 PM 

Break (Visit exhibit booths in Grand Ballroom Foyer) 
Hours: 9 AM – 5 PM 

Friday, May 29, 2026 

Concurrent Sessions 
 
 
 
 
3:45 PM –  
5:00 PM 
 
 
 

Salon A-C Competency to Stand Trial (CST): A critical Review of CST Evaluations 
Involving Deaf Defendants and the Changing Legal Landscape  
(Gabriel Lomas & Erin Farley) 

Salon D Improving Access for Deaf and Disabled Learners in Corrections: Findings 
from a National Pilot (Ben Wright & Jenifer Montag) 

Salon G-H Mental Health Diagnoses and Language Considerations 
(Charlene Crump & Roger Williams) 

Salon I-J Mental Health Awareness Through a Graphic Novel 
(Christine Gannon & Dae-Kun Kim) 

Deer Valley Deaf Child Welfare Practice in the Judicial System: Collaboration and 
Operational Frameworks (Veronica Ino & Lynnette Miller) 

Special Event 

6:00 PM – 
9:00 PM 

Grand 
Ballroom: E-F 

Banquet & Awards Ceremony 

 

Saturday, May 30, 2026 

Concurrent Sessions 

7:30 AM –  
1:00 PM 

Salon A-C 
Foyer 

Registration/Name Badge Pick Up 

 
 
 
8:00 AM –  
9:15 AM 

Salon A-C When There Are No Words: Healing Preverbal Trauma through the Affect 
Reset Protocol (Joy Plote) 

Salon D Navigating Leadership as Deaf Professionals: Barriers, Resilience, and 
Systemic Change (Kristine Gile) 

Salon G-H “That's Not My Role”: Learned Helplessness of Interpreters in Complex 
Settings (Allyssa Cote) 

Salon I-J Restoring Competence, Reimagining Access: A Pilot Program for Deaf Defendants 
(Tomina Schwenke & Paul Silvasi) 

Deer Valley Embodied Healing: Trauma Center Trauma Sensitive Yoga (TCTSY) for Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing Communities (Stephanie Taksel & Sarie Higginson) 
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9:15 AM –  
9:45 AM 

Break (Visit exhibit booths in International Ballroom D) 
Hours: 9 AM – 12 PM 

Saturday, May 30, 2026 

Concurrent Sessions 

 
 
 
 
9:45 AM –  
11:00 AM 

Salon A-C Oxygen Masks Before Superhero Duties: Thriving in Disability Services 
Without Losing Your Sanity (Dahlene Holliness) 

Salon D Bridging the Gap: Improving Cancer Care Access for Deaf, Hard of Hearing, 
and DeafBlind Patients (Stephanie Wilcox) 

Salon G-H When the Helper Becomes the Target: Addressing Stalking, Threats, and 
Harassment of Clinicians (Colleen Donohue & Christina Costello) 

Salon I-J  A Sea Change Coming in Trauma Research and Treatment 
(Mike Deninger) 

Deer Valley Cannabis Use of Deaf, DeafBlind and Hard of Hearing Individuals 
(Christine Gannon) 

11:00 AM –  
11:30 AM 

Break (Visit exhibit booths in Grand Ballroom Foyer)  
Tear Down after 12:00 PM 

Closing Plenary Session 

 
11:30 AM – 
1:00 PM 

Grand 
Ballroom E&F 

Bellflasher Award for the most outstanding and thought-provoking 
conference presentation  

Grand 
Ballroom E&F 

Endnote: Reimagining Food Security, Mental Health, and Health Equity 
through Deaf-Governed Systems (Zachary Ennis & Wyatte Hall) 

 


